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Stoner is the story of a Welsh-American publisher who is in the midst of an on-going alcoholic
struggle for the first time in his life. Having recently relocated to Dublin, he is making the effort to

take the "right" steps in his life and he does so in a clever, intricate, moving and arresting tale. As a
former publisher, I was especially fascinated with the book, which is filled with interesting and often
humorous observations about the publishing industry. It’s almost shocking to see this novel in print

again. The first time I read it I was taken aback by its differences from the canonical book of the
genre. My expectations of what this genre would contain were dispelled by the very first line of this
novel: "I don't know why I'm surprised, but I was."Because of its literary quality and style, Stoner is
usually included in lists of American Lost Classics and bestsellers. Time has not been kind to this

novel as is the case with so many other lost classics. I was really surprised to see this book pop up
again but after a while it made more sense. Although the novel was banned at the time of

publication, it is now being used as a way for institutions such as jails, hospitals, and school systems
to help people enter the industry and also to try to help addicts stay off the machines. The story is

set in 1969 and is told through the perspective of Tom Stoner, a simple alcoholic man of no
importance. During the telling of the story, Tom goes back to the time just before he was born and

flashes back to his younger days, learning about his first love and his future. The novel moves along
without any fluff or commentary, which is key to making the story such a believable read. This style
of writing makes the reader feel as if they're actually present during all the occurrences of the novel.

That's very important, because when you read a book like this, you need to feel like it's real. We
become immersed in the story, so it's crucial that we believe what happens.
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William Stoner is a model for those
readers who see, even if dimly, the
late twentieth-century world as a
profane desecration of the Middle

Ages. Stoner is a parable of how the
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cult of money and work has wiped
out what little was left of the culture
of true values, leaving us a gray and

soulless society where work is
worshiped. Stoner may have died in
the cold of the mid-Atlantic, but his

death is a death of hearts and
minds. The Times reviewer called

Stoner a truly accomplished novel, a
perfect work of art that will convince
even the most skeptical reader. The

novel may have disappointed
William Stoner, who knew there was
no such great thing as love that lasts

forever, but it has delighted many
others. It is a book for the ages. This

book will come as a cold shock to
those who have never bothered to
read a novel on Stoner, and it may

have been a shock to William Stoner
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as well. The role of Stoner in the
larger story of modern Hinduism is

certainly interesting, but it does little
to explain the enduring appeal of the

book. (J.Y.) John Williams played a
role of an assistant and chief

investigator, the most probably
editor, and the publisher of the
debut novel by a famous man,

Thomas Flanagan, who, having lost a
sibling in the early twentieth
century, has chronicled her

"senility," a religious conversion, and
AIDS in such heartbreaking, epic,

and noir prose that he has joined the
long and honorable tradition of

"ordinary" neurotic
psychopaths—JFK, Gass, Peretz,

Green—who, through madly creative
paranoia, somehow make
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themselves stand out in the
cacophony of this world. And so,

Lizzie Frankel has a habit of having
the pieces of her life fit together with

an efficiency born of either
ambivalence or morbid curiosity. In

saying this, I hope I'm not presuming
something unsaid about her life,

because one of the strangest things
about Frankel's story is how little it

tells us: who was this woman?
Flourishing, by and large, on her
native broadness, Frankel quickly

falls under the scrutiny of her
husband, Henry David, and the
strange circles of cancer. Her

husband dies in April 1986, leaving
the bulk of his estate to a randomly

selected charity. Frankel's young son
appears to be healthy and well-
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mannered. Why was a child so ill? As
if to quench the common man's
collective repugnance, her life

becomes a catalogue of eccentric
and disorienting encounters. In what
appears to be a not so veiled parody

of the American Dream, Lizzie
Frankel's own freakish and tell-all is

recounted in a singularly naïve
confessional, written in the first

person as if from some lonely other.
Henry David Frankel, posthumously

the subject of one of the most
stunningly narrated life stories in
recent literature, appears in these
pages as what he always was, a
scheming, pathetic prig. In fact,
Frankel makes the most of her

misfortune, reveling in her role as a
kind of romantic fiction heroine, a
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woman undone by her own too-
perfect life: "It is beginning to take

me over," she writes to the
University of Buffalo when she was
55. A year later, out of the blue, she

presses ahead, citing a nagging
conviction: "I like living a double
life."—Tom Perrotta 5ec8ef588b
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