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as a legal reference book, the book is very well-written and easy to follow. there are many
sections that can be utilized for a variety of courses, including legal writing, lawyering,

and business law. the book is organized in such a way that the lessons learned are easily
incorporated into a variety of courses. this is helpful for students who wish to take

advantage of the materials within the book in a variety of courses. this textbook provides
a cohesive source of information on business law and the legal environment. it offers solid

coverage of the relevant topics, including contracts, intellectual property, financial
instruments, mergers and acquisitions, environmental and toxic tort law, international
transactions, and many other fields. unlike some of its peers, it covers the law of other
countries in a fair and comprehensive way. the materials are organized in a way that

facilitates the student's understanding of the law. the extensive case examples are often
helpful and illustrate the concepts and principles covered. as an example, one of the

sections on the law of intellectual property is the best i've seen. john e. shufflebarger is a
member of the faculty of the duke university school of law. he is the author of the book,
intellectual property (coauthored with joseph levy and daniel j. mccaig), now in its fifth

edition. he is also the coauthor of the book, business organizations, now in its third edition
with lexisnexis. his scholarship focuses on property, contract, and commercial law. james

h. o'toole is a professor in the department of law at the university of denver. he is the
author of the book, international business law, now in its fifth edition with pearson. his
research focuses on the role of business in creating a more just, sustainable, peaceful,
and productive world. he is also co-author of the book, the law of international business

organizations (with john shufflebarger), now in its second edition.
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the book includes a helpful set of short faqs for the reader to answer. this was a good touch that
would help to ensure that readers had access to accurate information and could get quick answers to

a number of the key questions that they may have. the book has made a new-to-me attempt to
place some emphasis on the importance of developing a work ethic, which to a business student is
crucial. with the constantly changing business environment, it is easy for a student to lose direction
and to spend their time looking for the next "golden" opportunity. however, an emphasis on a strong

work ethic allows students to be more pragmatic in their time allocation and to become more
circumspect in their decision making processes. despite this wonderful inclusion, there are a few
typos and grammatical errors throughout the book. the book does not contain a search engine or

any kind of built-in search tool, although the authors do suggest that the student will want to use the
citations in the text as the basis for their research. although there is a table of contents for each
chapter, there is no table of contents at the beginning of the text. likewise, there is no summary,

organization or other table of contents at the beginning of the book. any student who is not familiar
with the chapters may find this frustrating as they will not be able to easily determine what order the

chapters should be in. although the book includes a chapter on standard of review (chapter 14),
there is no chapter on standard of proof. in an era where attorneys are getting more and more

frequently called to testify in trials, an accurate discussion of standard of review is essential and
would be a welcome inclusion in a class that deals with business law. similarly, discussions of waiver
or mootness are a frequently occurring topics and these are also essential to knowledge. moreover,

there is no mention of the importance of intellectual property and the basics of trademark law.
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