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emergency department. To
evaluate the independent effect

of comorbidity on length of
hospitalization and
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hospitalization costs in patients
admitted for gastrointestinal

(GI) bleeding. A retrospective
cohort study of patients

admitted for GI bleeding at an
emergency department from

1993 through 1996 was
conducted using the link

between hospitalization and
discharge data and hospital-

specific cost and charges data.
A total of 1,321 patients were

admitted for GI bleeding in the
study period, accounting for

51% of the total annual number
of admissions for GI bleeding.
Although the average hospital
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cost for each patient was
$12,348, only $3,439 was spent

on medications (including
blood products). These data

demonstrate that hospital costs
are not primarily driven by

medications but by diagnostic
and therapeutic procedures and,

to a lesser extent, length of
stay. The average cost per day
of hospitalization for patients
admitted for GI bleeding was

$1,835. Patients with an Acute
Physiology and Chronic Health
Evaluation (APACHE) II score

>15 had a longer
hospitalization and greater
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hospital costs than those with a
lower score. The length of stay

in patients with a higher
APACHE II score was affected
by their underlying comorbidity

burden. Hospital costs are
significantly affected by

disease severity. Nevertheless,
the cost of hospitalization for

GI bleeding is driven by
procedures and is not primarily

determined by
medications.CHARLES R.
SMITH, JR. BUILDING
BLOCK By Charles A.

Leonard Charles R. Smith Jr.
Building Block It was 1917,
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and Charles R. Smith Jr. was a
24 year old Second Lieutenant
in the Army, based in Corpus
Christi, Texas. Though only a
second lieutenant, Smith was
known to some of his army

colleagues as “Darby” (after the
Darby Arcade movie theater on
Broadway). He’d come to the
Army after a successful run at
sea in the Great Lakes Naval

Ship Yard in Erie,
Pennsylvania. He’d also had a
stint working at a brokerage

house in New York, where he
edd6d56e20
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